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Vet Med Center wins over 
$5M in Homeland Security 
grants
!rough two new grants totaling $5 million, the 
College of Veterinary Medicine's Center for 
Agriculture and Food Security and Preparedness will 
have a key role in ensuring the safety of the nation’s 
food supply and promoting effective response to 
disasters involving animals. 
!e grants, two of only 11 awarded by the Department 
of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, provide support for train-
ing related to coordinated response in the event of an 
animal-related disaster and for enhanced information 
sharing on the importation and transportation of food 
in the U.S.  
UT Vice President for Agriculture Joe DiPietro said it 
is important that communities have the resources and 
training in place to either prevent problems or to ad-
dress them before they become potentially devastating. 






State of the Institute
With our annual State of the 
Institute address on Oct. 17, this 
month is traditionally a time to 
assess where we’ve been and where 
we’re headed. 
We’ve had an exciting and pro-
ductive year. Our new leadership 
team is now fully in place, with 
each member chosen for his or her unique ability to 
serve Tennessee’s needs, from agriculture and natural 
resources, to family and consumer sciences, 4-H, and 
veterinary medicine.
Importantly, the Institute continues to enjoy a strong 
relationship at the UT system level. And, while we have 
had financial challenges, we were fortunate to experi-
ence a proportionate budget reduction based on our 
non-formula units. 
In July, we announced an exciting new collaboration on 
the biorefinery front with DuPont Danisco Cellulosic 
Ethanol LLC. Days ago they joined us in breaking 
ground on the biorefinery facility in Vonore. As the 
Biofuels Initiative speeds ahead, we’re also seeing a 
return to the land and basics. We’re experiencing an 
improving image and recognition of the importance of 
agriculture and the vitality of careers in ag-related fields 
and in natural resources, family and consumer sciences, 
and veterinary medicine. !e situation bodes well for 
the future of those fields and for the Institute and the 
value placed on what we do. 
All the best,
Join in the fun and  
fellowship at Ag Day on 
Oct. 18.  Starts four hours 
before game-time on the 
agricultural campus in 
Knoxville. See you there!
AG DAY 2008
Dr. Sharon !ompson leads CVM’s Center for 
Agriculture and Food Security and Preparedness, which 






T  T     O  2
by Bill Brown  
Dean, Research and Director, UT AgResearch
As I complete almost three months at the UT Institute of 
Agriculture, my original impressions have been confirmed; 
it is a great time to be here. Faculty and staff are excited 
about their research programs, and these programs are 
of high scientific merit. !ere has been a long history of 
research excellence in many areas of traditional agriculture 
including new plant variety development, cropping systems 
and mechanization. Faculty focused in forage and livestock 
research have led the way in the development of new forages for pasture production 
and in the development of new technologies to enhance reproductive efficiency in 
beef and dairy cattle. International recognition and reputation have centered on food 
technology, quality, and safety research focusing not only on consumer aspects, but 
also on animal health issues leading to reduced incidence of mastitis in dairy cows. 
An exciting component of this research is not only the application to agricultural 
production, but also the use of these technologies in human health. We will continue 
to devote significant resources to advancing agricultural production to increase the 
competitiveness of Tennessee’s farmers and ranchers in increasingly competitive 
global markets. 
Over the past decade, UTIA research programs have increased in their capacity and 
scope to include topics in plant and animal molecular and cellular biology. Advances 
in these areas are essential to the development of new technologies that will enhance 
agricultural production and human health. !e “green industry” including orna-
mental plant production, turfgrass, and landscape management is increasing across 
the country as the population becomes more urban and embraces landscaping and 
gardening. !ese activities are growing in UTIA, and we will continue to search for 
new and emerging programs to enhance the lives of Tennessee’s citizens. 
Land grant institutions are designed to serve the public good, and there is a high 
expectation for the University of Tennessee to serve as an economic engine for 
growth of the state’s economy. !rough the Institute of Agriculture, UT is uniquely 
positioned to respond to this expectation through the AgResearch mission that 
drives the discovery of new knowledge, the innovation of these discoveries into new 
products and processes, and the application of these new innovations for the public. 
!rough our 10 Research and Education Centers located throughout Tennessee, 
along with Extension offices in every county, the UT Institute of Agriculture rep-
resents a front door to the University of Tennessee in every part of the state. !e 
Research and Education Centers will continue to serve the research and outreach 
needs of our traditional clientele and will also seek new ways of reaching out to their 
local communities to engage the public in our programs.
As we look to the future, we want to continue and build upon the outstanding pro-
grams that currently exist and seek ways to expand and extend our programs to meet 
the needs of Tennessee’s citizens.  orn
In memoriam:  
Louise Biggers
Mrs. Biggers, an Extension agent III with 
UT Extension Humphreys County, passed 
away September 15. She was much loved 
in the county and in Extension, where she 
had worked for 19 years as a family and 
consumer sciences agent.  orn
!e strength of our research
Bill Brown
Vet Med Center wins 
grants, continued
safety, and public health.” Of the grants 
awarded, CVM received the only ones 
related to food and agriculture. “!e vet-
erinary college takes very seriously its role 
in protecting public health on a national 
scale,” DiPietro said.
“!e grants continue our already devel-
oped leadership role in assisting the nation 
in protecting its critical infrastructure 
with a focus on the agriculture and food 
sectors,” said Sharon "ompson, director 
of CAFSP. !e grants are in addition to a 
$500,000 grant the center received to con-
tinue delivery of its existing DHS training 
course, which heavily emphasizes public-
private sector partnerships and collabora-
tion to more effectively protect and secure 
the food and agriculture sectors. “"e new 
funding from DHS validates the work we 
are doing,” said !ompson.  orn
–Sandra Harbison
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Gerloff new head of Agricultural Economics
Agricultural Economist Delton Gerloff is known for his expertise in farm and finan-
cial management and row crop marketing. Since January, he’s also been recognized for 
his leadership as the interim head of the Department of Agricultural Economics. 
Now, after a comprehensive national search, he has been chosen to head the depart-
ment as well as serve as administrative leader 
of the Agricultural Leadership, Extension, and 
Communications unit.
“I appreciate the participation of faculty and staff  
in the search process and the efforts of the Search 
Advisory Committee members that resulted in this 
appointment,” said Vice President of Agriculture Joe 
DiPietro, in an e-mail broadcast to Institute mem-
bers. “We look forward to Dr. Gerloff 's leadership, 
which we are confident will advance the department, 
institute and university.”
As head, Gerloff succeeds Dan McLemore, who 
served as head for 10-and-a-half years and has  
returned to research and teaching.  orn
Consider Campus 
Chest
Autumn at UT means Campus Chest. 
"e Knoxville campus’ public service 
campaign assists regional non-profit 
and service organizations as they aid the 
needy and underprivileged and serve other 
worthy causes—from the environment to 
homeless animals.
Each year, the Institute exceeds its 
targeted goal. Campaign chair Michael 
Keel wants 2008 to continue that impres-
sive record, meaning that we will have to 
contribute a collective $62,000 or more. 
“Your donations join those of others that 
help the less fortunate to receive critically 
important services not otherwise available 
to them,” Keel says. If you haven’t received 
your pledge form, please contact Judy Bell 
at 974-7159.   ornDelton Gerloff
Food protection association honors Davidson
A worldwide group of scientists working to keep food supplies safe has named an 
Institute researcher to a distinguished honor.
Michael Davidson, professor of food microbiology and head of the Department of Food 
Science and Technology, was selected as a fellow of the 3,300-member International 
Association of Food Protection.
“!e IAFP is focused on protecting the 
microbiological safety of food—dealing 
with issues like E. coli and Salmonella,” 
Davison says. “!is is a group of scientists 
doing very critical work right now.”
IAFP is honoring Davidson both for 
his service to the organization and his 
research in the field of food safety. In a 
release from IAFP, the organization says, 
“Dr. Davidson has contributed to IAFP 
and its affiliates with distinction over an 
extended period of time. Internationally 
recognized for his research and expertise 
with antimicrobial food additives, Dr. 
Davidson is further distinguished in the 
field by his dedicated committee service 
to IAFP and numerous other organiza-
tions.”  orn
–Chuck Denney
Michael Davidson, right, with Gary Acuff, 
president of the International Association of 
Food Protection.
Research Dean Bill Brown, pictured, and 
Acting Assistant Dean John Wilkerson 
met recently with the Morgan County 
Forestry Development Association, the 
oldest county forestry association in Ten-
nessee. !ey discussed the importance of the 
10 AgResearch and Education Centers 
and their vital roles in advancing the In-
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Agent honored with national service award
"e National Extension Association of Family and Consumer Sciences has honored 
Extension Agent II Carla Bush as a national winner of a Distinguished Service Award 
in the 2008 NEAFCS Awards of Excellence Program.
Bush, a family and consumer sciences agent with Cannon 
County, received the award for her “dynamic leadership and 
creative implementation of Extension programs and for per-
sonal and professional growth.” She has been with Extension 
full time for 11 years. 
!e NEAFCS Awards Program provides recognition for 
members in areas of professional development, communica-
tions, program development and public relations. !is year, 
there were more than 500 award applications submitted for 
the competition. Being selected as a regional or national 
winner is a very impressive accomplishment.  orn
What’s news
Circle  » November 7 on your calendar 
for a reception honoring Tom Klindt 
for his service as interim dean of UT 
Agricultural Research. !e event will 
take place from 10 a.m. to noon in 
Rooms 156-157 of the Biotechnology 
Building on the agricultural campus in 
Knoxville.
At each of the  » Extension Regional 
Mini Conferences, there will be a 
time for a farewell coffee with Charles 
Goan. !ese informal meetings will 
provide Extension specialists with an 
opportunity to congratulate Goan on 
his upcoming retirement and thank 
him for his 37 years of service as 
Extension specialist, department head 
and interim dean. Dates of the Mini 
Conferences are Nov. 3 in Knoxville, 
Nov. 5 in Jackson, and Nov. 6 in 
Mufreesboro. An agricultural campus 
reception will be held in honor of Goan 
on December 11.
Pendergrass Agriculture and  »
Veterinary Medicine Library is the 
place to go when you need to know. 
!e library is open every day for use by 
students, staff, faculty, and the public. 
For directions, hours, and resources, see 
www.lib.utk.edu/agvet
!rough the end of the month  »
Pendergrass will feature photographs 
from the Growing Tennessee: Rural 
Youth Cultivate Common Ground 
collaboration through arts project. !is 
project provides a creative outlet to 
youth while promoting a cross-cultural 
understanding through the arts. !e 
library and the UT Libraries Diversity 
Committee are sponsoring the display. 
Visit the Growing Tennessee Web 
site, www.growingtn.org, to learn more 
about the project and see works created 
by rural youth in Tennessee.
Some 130 professors and staff  »
members participated in last month’s 
workshop on teaching strategies to 
match student-learning styles. !e 
campus-wide event was presented by 
the College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources, and is the 
second such program the college has 
presented in two years. A limited num-
ber of copies of the learning guide that 
accompanied Anna Ball’s presentation 
are available outside 126 Morgan Hall.
UT’s Innovative Technology Center »  
is spotlighting the technology prow-
ess of Bob Augé, professor and interim 
head of the Department of Plant 
Sciences. Augé excels in using technol-
ogy to enhance his teaching materials, 
extend his classroom, and engage his 
students. You can read about his work 
at http://itc.utk.edu/spotlight/.
"e Tennessee Environmental  »
Education Association held its an-
nual conference, titled “Energizing 
Environmental Education,” in Oak 
Ridge in mid-September. !irty-five 
members participated in a field trip 
and workshop at the UT Arboretum. 
!e program included hands-on 
participation in capturing aquatic 
turtles; using acoustic equipment to 
record birds, frogs, and insect sounds; 
using telemetry equipment to tract 
box turtles; Internet resources for 
teaching; flowering plant pollination 
strategies; and a behind-the-scenes 
look at the UT Arboretum's research 
and education programs. Staff from 
the UT Arboretum, the Clinch River 
Environmental Studies Organization, 
and the American Museum of Science 
& Energy presented the programs.
Carla Bush
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Frontier re-enactors make fire from flint and 
steel in a historical demonstration at the UT 
Arboretum. !e evening program gave an 
authentic portrayal of 1775 life on Virginia’s 
westward frontier and drew an audience of 
nearly 120 adults and children. Next, the UT 
Arboretum Society will host an Owl Prowl at 
6:30 p.m., on Oct. 25. For information, call 
(865) 483-3571.
Peace and love at Petstock, Nov. 7
!e 1960s had Woodstock. Now the College of Veterinary Medicine is presenting 
Petstock, an animal aid benefit concert and auction. !e evening program, November 7 
at Hollingsworth Auditorium will feature family friendly music about animals by Allen 
Levi. 
Proceeds will be used to treat homeless injured animals and assist clients who lack finan-
cial resources to cover necessary veterinary expenses for their pets. Tickets are $15 and 
$5 for children 10 and under. !e concert starts at 7:30.
For an additional cost, participants can also enjoy dinner and have family holiday photos 
taken with Smokey, UT’s four-legged mascot before the concert begins. To purchase 
tickets or to make a donation, call (865) 974-4379 or email cvmdev@utk.edu. Visit  
www.vet.utk.edu/petstock for a full schedule.  orn
–Sandra Harbison
!e colors of fall will soon be evident in our 
fields and forests as well as on the grounds of 
the West Tennessee AgResearch and Educa-
tion Center, where one of the largest exhibits 
of pumpkins in the country will once again be 
on display. For six weeks, a house comprised 
of more than 5,000 pumpkins will grace the 
Center. UT horticulturalist Jason Reeves and 
his team designed this remarkable work of art 
to herald the harvest season. “It will definitely 
be something to see, and there are a few sur-
prises that both kids and adults will enjoy,” 
Reeves promises. !e display, which showcases 
80 varieties of pumpkins, gourds and winter 
squash grown at the center, continues through 
!anksgiving weekend. –Ginger Trice
Silver Anniversary Friends (those donat-
ing $2,500 or more) of the UT Gardens 
commemorate the Gardens’ 25th anni-
versary. UT President John Petersen was 
among the dignitaries who joined in the 
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UT Extension Agent Grant Palmer, left, and inmates 
grow hope along with vegetables in a Roane County 
Victory Garden.
Choo-choo-choo, Holiday Express 
will soon be here!
UT Gardens and Mark Fuhrman have partnered to bring 
East Tennessee a holiday event that will delight children 
of all ages and become an area favorite for years to come.  
“Holiday Express at the UT Gardens” features model trains 
nestled in a miniature village under 4,000 square-feet of 
covered space. !e display will be featured at the UT Gardens 
from !anksgiving through the New Year holidays. 
Featuring garden-scale model trains running through a 
perfectly proportioned miniature landscape, complete with 
rivers and waterfalls and decorated for the holiday season, 
the Holiday Express depicts the railroad history of the East 
Tennessee area over the period of the 1930s to present day. 
Visitors will be able to spot familiar landscapes and see 
mechanical structures, such as grist mills, in operation.
You and your family can experience the Holiday Express at the 
UT Gardens November 28 through 30th from 1 until 9 p.m. 
and on weekends December 6 through January 2, 2009 Fridays 
5 until 9 p.m.; Saturday 1 until 9 p.m. and on Sundays 1 until 
6 p.m. Cost is $5, and children four and under are admitted 
free. If you have ideas of potential corporate sponsors for the 
event, please contact Lorna Norwood, director of Marketing 
and Communications Services, at (865) 974-7141.
Roane County inmates harvest 
hope
!e fall harvest holds special meaning for gardeners in one 
Tennessee community. Along with UT Extension, inmates 
from the Roane County Jail grew a vegetable garden that 
provides food for their own facility and several local food 
banks.
UT Extension Director Grant Palmer coordinated the “Victory 
Garden,” growing two acres of potatoes, corn, green beans, and a 
few tomato plants. “A lot of them are just glad to do something 
that helps somebody because a lot of things they may have 
done in the past weren’t helping anybody,” Palmer says. “!ey’re 
actually able to give back to the community. !at feels good to 
them.”
!e inmates who did the work are non-violent offenders. !is 
project didn’t cost the taxpayers anything. All seed and fertilizer 
came from donations, and a local farmer volunteered to plow 
the field. You can watch a video of this story at www.agriculture.
utk.edu/video –Chuck Denney
D
ou
g 
Ed
lu
nd
